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Grades 9-12 
 
Purpose 

Summer is a great time to relax, have fun, and read a good book. At Florida State 
University Schools, we want our students to become lifelong readers and maintain strong reading 
skills built during the school year. FSUS understands that students have a variety of interests and 
strengths when it comes to reading; therefore, we support student choice of texts and responses 
to those texts for summer reading.  This project will also provide teachers a powerful first 
diagnostic tool of student ability as they begin a new school year.  

 
Guidelines: The Do’s, Don’ts, and How to’s  

● STEP ONE: Choose 1 book (minimum 150 pages) Fiction or Nonfiction  
○ Recommended: Novels, Graphic Novels, Audiobooks, E-books 
○ Prohibited: Podcasts 

● STEP TWO: Write an essay response to one of the writing prompts listed below. 
● STEP THREE: Submit your essay to your English Language Arts teacher on the Friday 

of the second week of school. 
○ Due date: Friday, August 21, 2020 
○ Where do I turn in my assignment? Turnitin.com (Teachers will advise students 

on how to do this in class during the first or second week of school) 
● Students enrolled in AP Literature and AP Language Arts will complete AP assignments 

instead of this assignment. Please visit the FSUS school website to find required summer 
reading projects for AP courses.   

● Students who are in Dual Enrollment English courses are exempt from the Summer 
Reading Assignments but are STRONGLY encouraged to read a book from any list. 
 

Essay Word Count 
● Grades 9 - 12: 1000-1200 words 
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My Essay Must: 
● Address ONE of the writing prompts listed below; 
● Be typed using Times New Roman, 12 point font, and double-spaced format; 
● Margins should be 1 inch on all sides of the paper; 
● Include at the TOP of the first page:  

○ Student’s full name 
○ Student’s 2020-2021 grade 
○ The prompt chosen 
○ The title and author of the book. 
○ If you are unable to type the assignment, you will need to print neatly and double 

space (skip every other line). 
 
Example: 

Stephen Seminole 
10th Grade 
Prompt: E 
Framed by James Ponti 
 

Title 
 
         Begin your response here. Follow all guidelines from this document.   
 

 
 
Grading: 
Written responses will be graded by the English Language Arts teachers according to the rubric 
provided at the end of this document.   In accordance with the Code of Student Conduct (Section 
V, Part G), any student found cheating shall receive no credit for the assignment. The complete 
plagiarism policy can be found on page 22 of the Code of Student Conduct: 
https://www.fsus.school/domain/160. 
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Writing Prompts: 
 
Nonfiction 

A. Discuss three things you learned from your reading. How will what you learned impact 
your future thoughts and decisions? Use evidence from the text in your response. 

B. Discuss a key idea from the text and relate it to a significant historical or current event. 
Use evidence from the text in your response. 

C. Discuss a key idea from the text you have read and compare/contrast it to a novel you 
have previously read. Use evidence from both texts to support your points.  

D. Discuss an argument presented in the text - describe the conflict, choose a side, and 
provide evidence from the text to support your side. 

 
Fiction 

E. Choose a theme from the novel and explain its importance to the plot and characters. Use 
evidence from the text in your response. 

F. Character development - discuss how the characters in your novel change throughout the 
story and what causes these changes. Be sure to use evidence from the text in your 
response.  

G. Conflict, in a piece of literature, is the struggle between opposing forces. Conflict can be 
against other characters, themselves, nature, etc. Discuss the types of conflict found in the 
novel you read and how they impact character development. Use evidence from the text 
to support your response.  

H. After reading your chosen novel, compare/contrast is to another novel, an event that has 
occurred in your own life, or an event in history. Use evidence from the text to support 
your response. 

I. Tone is an author's attitude toward a subject, while mood is how a novel makes a reader 
feel. Use the characters, setting, plot, and word choices to determine the tone and mood 
of the novel. Discuss your findings and use evidence from the text to support your ideas. 

J. Setting is an important component of any story. Think about the setting of the novel you 
have chosen. How does it play an important part in the story? Discuss the impact the 
setting has on the characters, conflict, and overall plot of the novel. Use evidence from 
the text to support your response. 

 
How Do I Choose a Book? 
FSUS Secondary students may choose ANY book for their summer reading that is age-
appropriate. We encourage parents to be actively involved in selecting the book your child will 
read. Please take some time to help your child select a book that best meets their interests. 
Common Sense Media (commonsensemedia.org) is an excellent resource to review your 
student's selection. Students may borrow a book from the public library, share with a peer, or 
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purchase their own copy. Used books are available at our local Goodwill Bookstores and from 
sites like betterworldbooks.com, amazon.com, ebay.com, and half.com.   
 
Electronic books and audiobooks can be checked out through the Leon County Public Library, 
using a free application called Overdrive.  Directions for accessing e-books and audiobooks can 
be found here: 
http://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Portals/0/library/docs/Tech%20Help/libby_bkmk.pdf?ver=2020-04-
03-112038-213 
 
Great Resources for Finding a Good Book 
Students should select a book that they have not read before.  If you would like ecommendations 
for grade-level appropriate books, please see the following resources recommended (but not 
required) by FSUS teachers: 
 
The 2020-21 Florida Teens Read Award list for Grades 9-12: 
https://www.floridamediaed.org/florida-teens-read.html. 
 
Other books recommended by FSUS faculty: 
 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. …What 
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who 
can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. 
  
Bleachers by John Grisham 
High school All-American Neely Crenshaw was probably the best quarterback ever to play for 
the legendary Messina Spartans. Fifteen years have gone by since those glory days, and Neely 
has come home to Messina to bury Coach Eddie Rake, the man who molded the Spartans into an 
unbeatable football dynasty. As Coach Rake's 'boys' sit in the bleachers waiting for the dimming 
field lights to signal his passing, they replay the old glories, and try to decide once and for all 
whether they love Eddie Rake – or hate him. 
  
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers 
Edition) by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick 
I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for 
girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his 
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daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 
daughter in a society that prizes sons. 
  
If You’re Reading This by Trent Reedy 
Mike was seven when his father was killed in mysterious circumstances in Afghanistan. Eight 
years later, the family still hasn't recovered: Mike's mom is overworked and overprotective; his 
younger sister Mary feels no connection to the father she barely remembers; and in his quest to 
be "the man of the family," Mike knows he's missing out on everyday high school life. Then, out 
of the blue, Mike receives a letter from his father - the first of a series Dad wrote in Afghanistan, 
just in case he didn't come home, meant to share some wisdom with his son on the eve of Mike's 
16th birthday.  
 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer-simulated war games; he is, in fact, 
engaged in something far more desperate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender may be 
the military genius Earth desperately needs in a war against an alien enemy seeking to destroy all 
human life. The only way to find out is to throw Ender into ever harsher training, to chip away 
and find the diamond inside, or destroy him utterly. 
  
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and 
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the 
ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane's bombardier, who 
was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary 
odysseys of the Second World War. 
  
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  
SSYRA book 2016-2017 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. 
Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh 
Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and 
furious novel of family and brotherhood. 
 
The Selection by Kiera Cass 
For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape the life 
laid out for them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. 
To live in a palace and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, 
being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a 
caste below her. Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she doesn't want. 
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Living in a palace that is constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks. Then America meets 
Prince Maxon. Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—and realizes 
that the life she's always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined.  
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Rubric: 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization 

4 (20 points) 3 (15 points) 2 (10 points) 1 (5 points) 0 
● I stay focused on my topic 

throughout the essay and make 
a clear claim without irrelevant 
material. 

● I really know my audience and 
write like my audience is 
intelligent but doesn’t know 
the subject of my claim. 

● I clearly have a coherent and 
effective organizational 
structure that enhances my 
writing, and I have a satisfying 
introduction and conclusion. 

● I skillfully use a variety of 
transitional strategies. 

● I effectively address the 
counterclaim of the argument 
to make my own claim 
stronger (argumentative 
essays) 

● I stay focused on my topic 
throughout the essay and make a 
clear claim. 

● I write to an audience that is 
intelligent but doesn’t know the 
subject of my claim. 

● I have a clear and balanced 
beginning, middle, and end to my 
essay. 

● I vary my use of transitional 
strategies to clarify the 
relationships between my ideas. 

● I address the counterclaim of the 
argument in order to make my 
own claim stronger 
(argumentative essays). 

● I stay focused on my topic or 
claim but I don’t sustain it and 
it is sometimes hard to see a 
clear point. 

● I often include extra and 
unrelated details in my writing 
that do not fit my main idea or 
claim. 

● I do not have a strong 
introduction or conclusion and 
it is hard to see a structure to 
my essay. 

● I rarely use transitional 
strategies, or else I use only 
very basic transitions like the 
words “first” or “second”. 

● I do not sufficiently address 
counterclaims (argumentative 
essays). 

● My claim or main idea is 
confusing and I waiver back 
and forth between a clear point 
or else I don’t even have a 
point. 

● I include random and unrelated 
sentences that do not fit my 
topic and make it hard to 
understand what I am saying. 

● I do not organize my essay and 
do not understand the purpose 
of my writing or what I am 
supposed to actually write 
about, or I write so little that 
my essay doesn’t have a 
beginning, middle, or end. 

● I do not use any transitional 
strategies. 

● I never discuss counterclaims 
(argumentative essays). 

No zero 

Conventions of Standard English 
4  3  2 (10 points) 1 (5 points ) 0 
No four No three ● I occasionally have minor 

mistakes in grammar, but I do 
not make the same mistakes 
over and over again. 

● I know how to use proper 
punctuation and capitalization.  

● I spell most words correctly 
although I may spell a difficult 
word incorrectly. 

● I sometimes make the same 
mistakes over and over because 
I don’t know the rule well. 

● I am sometimes correct with 
punctuation and capitalization 
and am sometimes wrong; I am 
pretty inconsistent!  

● I misspell some grade level 
words. 

I have so 
many 
grammar and 
spelling errors 
that people do 
not know what 
I mean! 

Evidence and Elaboration 
4 (20 points) 3 (15 points) 2 (10 points) 1 (5 points) 0 

● I provide strong evidence for 
my claim or my main idea 
through the use of sources, 
facts, and details. 

● I smoothly synthesize the 
evidence from the text with my 
own ideas on the subject. 

● I use both direct quotes and 
paraphrasing, and I always 
explain and develop the idea. 

● I use a variety of elaborative 
techniques to fully develop my 
point and show a deep 
understanding of the topic and 
text. 

● I use appropriate content 
vocabulary and show a wide 
knowledge of high level words. 

● I vary my sentences to create a 
smooth and interesting piece. 

● I cite the evidence (see last 
page for ideas)* that I use in 
the text and include precise 
reference to sources.  

● I provide adequate evidence for 
my claim (argumentative) or my 
main idea (informative) through 
the use of sources, facts, and 
details. 

● I integrate and synthesize the 
evidence from the text with my 
own ideas on the subject. 

● I sometimes use direct quotes that 
I explain and develop and I 
sometimes paraphrase. 

● I use elaborative techniques to 
fully develop my claim 
(argumentative) or main idea 
(informative). 

● I use appropriate content 
vocabulary in my writing. 

● I vary my sentences. 
● I cite the evidence (see last page 

for ideas)* that I use in the text.   
 

● I partially provide uneven 
evidence for my claim 
(argumentative) or my main 
idea (informative). 

● I do not integrate evidence 
effectively and rarely develop 
the evidence with my own 
ideas. 

● I do not give much evidence to 
support my ideas. 

● I am repetitive and do not 
elaborate on my ideas. 

● I sometimes use content 
vocabulary incorrectly or 
inappropriately. 

● I mostly use simple sentences 
without a lot of variety. 

● I do not consistently cite the 
evidence that I use in the text.   

● I provide very little (or even 
no) evidence for my claim 
(argumentative) or my main 
idea (informative). 

● Any evidence I do provide is 
irrelevant and random or 
incorrect. 

● I am vague and unclear, and 
my essay is confusing to read. 

● I rarely use content vocabulary 
correctly and do not use grade 
level vocabulary overall. 

● I use very simple sentences 
without variety. 

● I do not cite any evidence.   

No zero 

 


